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Jow Lincoln was preparing a letter to serve as a guide for Anderson, a letter
lat afterwards no one could have regrets about. Though In Lincoln's
inguage, It was signed by the Secretary of War. Four copies were made,
ne sent by mail and three by other ways. It read:
'Wasliington, April 4th, 1861
Sir:
* Your letter of the ist instant occasions some anxiety to the President. On
iformation of Captain Fox he had supposed you could hold out till the
5th instant without any great inconvenience, and had prepared an expedi-
ion to relieve you before that period. Hoping still that you will be able to
ustaln yourself till the nth or I2th Instant, the expedition will go forward;
nd, finding your flag flying, will attempt to provision you, and in case the
ffort is resisted* will endeavour also to reinforce you.
* You will therefore hold out, if possible, till the arrival of the expedition.
t Is not, however, the Intention of the President to subject your command
o any danger or hardship beyond what, in your judgment, would be usual
a military life; and he has entire confidence that you will act as becomes a
patriot and a soldier, under all circumstances.  Whenever, if at all, in your
udgment, to save yourself and command, a capitulation becomes a necessity,
rou are authorized to make It.1
Major Anderson wrote a reply to this letter. He was now surprised at
rearing reports that a relief expedition under command of Fox was pre-
>aring. *I ought to have been informed that this expedition was to come.
Colonel Lamon?s remark convinced me that the Idea would not be carried
>ut. We shall strive to do our duty, though I frankly say that my heart is
lot in the war, which I see Is to be thus commenced.*
This sorrowful letter did not reach the War Department in Washington,
lor Lincoln. It was seized and sent to the Confederate War Department at
VIontgomery. By now Anderson and die Sumter garrison were stopped
rrom getting fresh meat and vegetables at the Charleston market. By now
tere had arrived in Charleston a War Department clerk from Washington,
who on the evening of April 8th read to Governor Pickens a notification
iom President Lincoln. And having read It, he left a copy for die Governor,
ts text:
"Washington, April 6th9 1861
;Sir:
'You will proceed directly to Charleston, South Carolina, and if, on your
arrival there, the flag of the United States shall be flying over Fort Sumter,
md the fort shall not have been attacked, you will procure an interview with